Sri Venkateswara Suprabhatam

own which need fulfillment. Devotees find Him so attractive
that they want to remain in His presence all the time (4.6,7,8).

Just in case the devotee forgets himself in Sri Venkatesa's
presence, there is the Lord's Hand showing him the Lord's Feet.
Sri Venkatesa is prompting the devotee to give up and then turn
godward (4.9).

The Lord's compassionate look sprinkles the universe, pro-
viding relief (4.10).

Vishnu, weary of Vaikuntha, moved over to Tirumala and
is enjoying water-sports with His Spouse here in the Lord's pool
(4.12).

May Sri Venkatesa, present everywhere, and who, more so
is constantly in the thoughts of Saint Manavala, always succeed,
is the prayer of the author (4.13).

Here, the composer ends the Suprabhatam hy invoking
divine blessings for his teacher and the many predecessor gen-
erations of teachers engaged in teaching self- realization to the
devotees. The belief here is that great truths reveal themselves
to a genuine devotee only with the help of a competent spiritual
instructor. (4.14).

Thus, the Suprabhatam is an attempt to awaken the Lord
from His yoganidra, transcendental sleep. Reciting is bound
to reduce and finally eliminate a person's ahamkara, egotism.
It is said that ahamkara tends to make mountains of other
peopled mistakes and mole-hills of our own. The Suprabhatam
initiates a process to turn matter into spirit. It makes the devote e
ecologically aware of the beautiful world around him and how
even gods are appreciative of it. It shows the importance of
faith, the miraculous power of language to communicate, and
the importance of everyday exercise for spiritual, mental and
physical health. It shows the importance of the Guru who alone
can show God. It is an aid to self- purification. That is a great
reward.

My translation greatly profited from the suggestions made
by Mahamahopadhyaya Pullela Sriramachandrudu, Sri Yellam-